
2005 Salmon Plan

The Plan is a living document that identifies:

Å A two-pronged strategy to focus recovery actions for the first 
10 years:

1. Improve habitat quantity and quality in the nearshore, estuary, 
and mainstem rivers.

2. Minimize habitat losses and make habitat gains through 
restoration in the rest of the Basin.

Å 10 yeartargets for habitat gains

1

The 2005 Salmon Plan defines a science-based, strategic approach to recovery of threatened salmon populations over 
a 50-year period. The Forum committed to significantly improve habitat conditions in 10 years, setting 10-year habitat 

improvement milestones for the nearshore, estuary, mainstem and lowland tributary sub-basin strategy groups

https://snohomishcountywa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2153

https://snohomishcountywa.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/2153


Mainstem Restoration

Mainstem - Snohomish, Skykomish, Snoqualmie, Pilchuck, 
Sultan,Tolt and Raging Rivers



p. 61 - https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/71060/SnohomishBasin10YearReport_2019-12-30_reduced

Å Off-channel habitatsare side channels, sloughs, and wetlands connected to the mainstem rivers and estuaries, even if only 
seasonally. These habitats are important to salmon because they provide areas for juvenile fish to rear with safety from predators, 
have reduced competition for space and food, and stay away from high winter flows.

Å Measuring off-channel habitat is difficult in the Basin as off-channel habitat is engaged differently in the two major river basins. 
Because the conditions by which off-channel habitats are engaged are considerably different in the Snoqualmie and Skykomish 
river systems, determining a single off-channel habitat measurement is challenging. 

Å The Snohomish Basin Salmon Recovery Technical Committee has considered stepping away from measuring off-channel habitat, 
due to the complexity of defining the habitat, and instead measuring floodplain connectivity to represent the amount of area 
restoration projects open up for habitat-forming processes, including off-channel habitat. 

https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/71060/SnohomishBasin10YearReport_2019-12-30_reduced


Å Replace with άCƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣέ a regional common indicator

Å Definition: Use regional definition -
Å Floodplain Delineation: the floodplain extent represents a close approximation of the 

historic geomorphic floodplain
Å ConnectivityΥ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ǳƴǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōƛƻǘŀΣ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴǎέ όKonrad 2015)

Å New approach:  Coming ςwork with regional partners 

https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2015/5033/


Discussion with region
Å Review floodplain datasets and regional approach to floodplain condition and targets with JB

Å How could Snohomish align our approach and interim targets with the region? 
Å Pros, cons, disconnects?

Å How would we use our mainstem primary sub strategy overlay?

Å What about estuary datasets and targets?
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Floodplain Connection (%) in Mainstem Restoration Sub-basin Strategy Groups

Disconnected Open Space (%) Disconnected Natural Land Cover (%)Disconnected Built (%) Disconnected Agriculture (%)

Connected Open Space (%) Connected Natural Land Cover (%) Connected Built (%) Connected Agriculture (%)
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Floodplain Connection (ac) in Mainstem Restoration Sub-basin Strategy Groups

Disconnected Open Space (ac) Disconnected Natural Land Cover (ac)Disconnected Built (ac) Disconnected Agriculture (ac)
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